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Traditional Architecture in Cyprus and its 

relation with sustainability



Traditional houses in Cyprus reflect the island's rich history and diverse cultural 
influences, combining Greek, Turkish, Venetian, and Byzantine architectural 
styles. These homes often feature distinctive characteristics adapted to the 
Mediterranean climate. Here are some key features of traditional Cypriot houses.



Stone Construction

Traditional houses in Cyprus are typically built using local limestone or 
sandstone. The thick stone walls help keep the interiors cool during the hot 

summers and warm during the cooler winters. In some rural areas, stone 
houses have been constructed for centuries, and their durability has made 

them a lasting feature of Cypriot architecture.



Tile Roofs

Many traditional Cypriot homes feature pitched roofs covered with terracotta 
tiles. The red or orange tiles are characteristic of the Mediterranean region and 

help with rainwater drainage while providing insulation against the heat.



Courtyards

A central courtyard is a common feature in many traditional Cypriot homes, 

serving as a space for daily activities and family gatherings. The courtyard is 

often surrounded by rooms that open into it, and it may feature a garden, small 

fountain, or other elements that promote outdoor living. This design helps 

protect privacy while encouraging interaction with nature.



Wooden Elements

Wooden beams are a typical feature, especially in the ceilings. The timber 

used is often pine or oak, and the exposed beams add to the rustic charm. 

Wooden doors and window shutters are also common, with many homes 

using traditional craftsmanship.



Arched Windows and Doors

Many traditional homes in Cyprus have arched windows and doors, 

which were designed to provide ventilation and allow air to circulate 

naturally. This feature also adds an aesthetic element that blends the 

Mediterranean influences with local Cypriot tastes.



Interior Details

Inside, the walls are often thick, and the floors may be made of stone, 

ceramic tiles, or wood. Traditional furniture is usually wooden, with simple 

but sturdy designs. Many homes also feature fireplaces, as they are 

essential for warmth during the cooler months.



Adaptation to Climate

The design of Cypriot homes is closely linked to the island’s climate. Many 

homes feature overhangs, shutters, and pergolas to shield from the intense 

sun, while allowing air to flow through the interior spaces. The natural 

materials used in construction also help regulate indoor temperatures.



Cultural Influence

Throughout history, Cyprus has seen many different civilizations, including 
the Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Venetians, and Ottomans. Each of these 

cultures has left an imprint on the architecture, resulting in a variety of 
styles. For instance, Venetian-style features like large windows with 

shutters can be found in towns and cities, while more modest Turkish 
Cypriot homes may feature courtyards and compact spaces.



Thanks for watching!
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